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Parents’ Review School, Examiners’ Report, Easter i 90i 

Whilst there are many papers that maintain their usual high standard 
and a few show improvement, yet the general result is disappoints ’ 
compared with the better work done at the Christmas examination. i„ 
the subjects attempted, the matter prepared shows some diminution 
and the number of subjects omitted is larger than usual. Doubtless this 
partly due to the many interruptions in the term’s work caused by sick S 
ness and other apparently unavoidable causes, as reported by the parents" 
No subject calls for special comment. The good and weak points 
remain very much as they were at the previous Christmas examination " ** 

{ Signed ) J. £ 


The average marks in German were rather lower than usual, though 
there were a few very good papers, which showed careful teaching! ^ 

{Signed) M. D. 


Franfais : travail passable mais trop peu pour la 
destine au franfais. 


Papers will be returned on receipt of postage. 


quantite de temps 
{Signed) J. M. 


XZff Fra ” cesca \ W. G. Waters (Bell & Sons, 5/.). Mr. Waters 
work— sincedt^and^n"^ 311118 ^ absolute since rity of Piero Francesca’s 
In turning over the illSstration" 16 al °° fneSS fr0m an y P^^lar school, 
of the figure and in 15 StrUck ^ the f^at dignity 

and impassiveness in the n CaSeS ’ J a certa ‘ n Byzantine impressiveness 

t-e of P the 7res C0 ? 1^71^ ^ t0 ^ 6SpecialI y 

most powerful presentation < R^wrection of Christ, a unique and 
‘‘in Power and S ^s Mr. Waters, 
knowledge, and the volume affm-H ^ Wntes con amore, and with 
whose sense of the divnitv of h' Invaluable introduction to a master 

We possess half-a-dozen of ^ IS ', nstructive in our more facile day. 
Gallery, and anyone about to S P ‘ Ctures in our own National 

think, make a careful study of ^. Ude Arezzo in an Italian tour should, we 

fy ae lv7X s7%77 e l ithe, : GTeat Masters” series, 
exceedingly gl ad that ^ dward F T (Nisbet, 10/6). “ We are 

becoming a feature of the opening ’ terary essa y is, shall we say, 

to the well-chosen fly, t0 scholarly a Ce J t “ ry * Some of us rise, like trout 
Dam m ^ Egypt ’ A " OM G r ; e y e and J/ terar y essays on such subjects 
fan th ^f° St 0f tbe essays, the authn 7x1* ^ es * od )i tbe ‘ Banquet’ of 
. , hat ’ <t0 co mmit something to nan ^ S US ’ ° We their being to the 
as been a very old habit of mine.’”^ UP ° n sub J ects which interest me 

t 6 V '°^ ; e ssays are the outrnm Sentence indicates the character 

Whol 1 Wide cuiture ; We are a ^°™ e , of scholarly, well-informed in- 

shn n ° u ^ bts if is a distinct advanta t 1° tbe rede ctions of a mind 

fi " ‘h' P^chers of l ° Share ' The *“ay on Sermons 

mpotes to be preached in our oil'' 0 ” which the author 

own country , he cours<! „ ( each ^ 
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with a spirit-stirring sense of the greatness of their opportunities One 
piece of advice we heartily endorse-- But there seems to me no reason 
why a clergyman, hard worked during the week, and with little leisure for 
thought or reflection, should not select some sermon, say of Arnold or 
of Robertson ; or translate some discourse, say of Bersier, and deliver 
this to bis congregation, telling them plainly what he was doing. Surely 
the sermon would often be better than that now delivered as an original 
production of the preacher.” We once heard a tale of a curate who 
preached sermons whose merit was their great length. His vicar under- 
took to expostulate and urged that there were good sermons to be found 
in print books, which might well be read from the pulpit. “Sir,” said 
the curate, “ I will never offer my Maker that which cost me nothing'” 
“Very true, my dear fellow, very nice feeling, but should you not also 
offer Him that which is worth something ? ” It is pleasant to meet with 
a reference to the sermons of Bersier, to our thinking, one of the greatest 
preachers our age has seen. French preachers have the advantage over 
us in their power of combining clear logical presentation with the intensest 
spiritual fervour. Sir Edward Fry’s Essay on the Theory of Punishment is 
important, as coming from one who speaks with authority. 

A Sketch of the Development of Philosophic Thought from Thales 
to Kant, by Ludwig Noird (Macmillan, 7/6). There are signs that “divine 
ph'losophy” is about once more to have its turn as the supreme occupation 
of human thought. Scientific thinkers sometimes err and take incautiously 
final views because they have lost sight of what has been already done 
and thought in the field they are exploring. I hey have neglected the 
history of philosophy, w'hich in its earliest and strongest period occupied 
itself with physics, however limited and uncertain its premises. Sir Edward 
Fry’s list of more than two score Greek writers, who speculated concerning 
the causes of the Nile floods, throws an interesting light on t le avi y 
of ancient thought concerning the causes of natural phenomena Most 
of us are awaking to an intelligent curiosity as to the steps by » h,c " 
judgments we recognise as final have been evolved ; as 
what has already been done, and by whom, <»“ ards “ 
which ate still hr the state of tfl 

Kantian of the Kantians, has set fort b au ote our 

unusual simplicity, the 

author, “ reason came to herself. > intelligible to 

reason into its ultima., elements and so Srs. spread 

itself, marks the close of a period o etc .P™ ’ through its origin 

out as a whole before our eyes, and w ic 1 ^ searc hings, its confident 

and progress, its uncertain steps ar ' retrogress ion and its gallant 

struggles and its anxious doubts, it PP , nHjrates the scope of the book. 


onward strides.” This sentence ver y fully jH^hUOTOphy, 0 ^. Adstotleand 
which treats of ancient, mediaeval an mo trn last article in 

Descartes, of Johannes Scotus Erigena an << fj ia t 

of Hume, of whose arguments it l as n 

they admit of no answer and produce no ^ 


Descartes, of Johannes Scotus ling ^ een sa jd 

the volume treats of Hume, of whose argum ^ We cordially 

incapable of 

thinking clearly upon the questions of to-day without moi^ 


/oaucc ftv w*'"' inclinable of 

recommend Mr. Noird’s book to ad wb ® v whhou^more knowledge than 
thinking clearly upon the questions of to-cmy ht has taken in the 

they possess of the course which philosophic thoug 
past upon these same questions. 
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The Hidden Servants and other Very Old Stories Told Over A ■ 
by Francesca Alexander (Nutt, 6/- net;. Those who know the Ro 5 ***’ 
Songs of Tuscany, will give an exceedingly warm welcome to more JlT r 
the people told by Miss Alexander, Ruskin’s “Francesca ” How it ' t ° f 
regretted that he is not with us still, to give to this new volume IheoM 
tenderness of welcome ! The writer of the introduction, Miss Fuller wh 
had the privilege of hearing these ballads recited by the author in h ° 
Florentine home, gives us the history of the collection in the author's own 
beautiful words With regard to this present collection of ballads T 
can tell its history in a few words. When I was a young girl many old a’nd 
curious books fell into my hands and became my favourite reading (next m 
the Bible, and, perhaps, the Divina Commedia), as I found in them the 
strong faith and simple modes of thought which were what I liked and 
wanted. Afterwards, in my constant intercourse with the country people 
and especially with old people whom I always loved, I heard a great many 
legends and traditions, often beautiful, often instructive, and which as far 
as I knew, had never been written down. I was always in request with 
children for the stories which I knew and could tell, and as I found they 
l.ked these legends, I thought it a pity they should be lost after I should 
have passed away, and so I always meant to write them down ; all the 
more that I had felt the need of such reading when I was a child myself. 
But I never had time to write them as long as my eyes permitted me to 
work at my drawing, and afterwards, when I wanted to begin them, I found 
myself unable to write at all for more than a few minutes at once. Finally 
I thought of turning the stories into rhyme and learning them all by heart,’ 
so that I could write them down little by little. I thought children would 
not be very particular, d I could just make the dear old stories vivid and 
comprehensive, which I tried to do. If, as you kindly hope, they may be 
good for older people as well, then it must be that when the Lord took 
from me one faculty He gave me another, which is in no way impossible ; 
and I think of the beautiful Italian proverb : ‘ When God shuts a door He 
opens a window.’ ” 

Principles of Religious Education (Longmans, 3/6). We are in 
hearty and respectful sympathy with the effort embodied in this volume, 
which consists of a course of lectures delivered by men of light and 
eading, both in the religious and educational worlds, under the auspices 
of the Sunday School Commission of the Diocese of New York. The 
subjects are Religious Instruction and its Relation to Education,” 

^ r ( ‘ ( uber ’ wbo argues that State, School and the Government must be 

a 1 e odless and that therefore all state education must be incomplete ; 
nor is, e thinks, Wisconsin so far in the wrong when it decides against 
lble readmg as necessarily resulting in doctrinal teaching. Church, 

. Un .^ C °° tbe family are, he thinks, the proper agents for religious 
work nf^ti ru • ' S Alban y °^ ers a critical sketch of the educational 

but unnn t» i . nstla °Jp burc h and insists, not upon eloquence or learning, 

«? F “ 1 ' Life- The professor of education in Cornell 

a»7S ^S sute 1 , g w7 inS,r “ Cti °" in 

conditions in n > u 6 are su PP osec L on the whole, to have better 

superiority is claimed f °° S fo ^ rell 8 lous teaching than America, but 
nty cla i med for the United States over Euiope> and we th . nk 
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rightly, in Christian spirit and Christian conduct. Dr. Hodges reviews 
the content of religious instruction and the times and means. We are not 
inclined to agree with him in wishing for a re -translation of the Bible for 
children’s minds; the beautiful and dignified English of the authorised 
version makes, we find, an immediate appeal to the minds of quite young 
children. Other papers follow dealing with, “ The Sunday School and 
its course of study,” “The Preparation of the Sunday School teacher,” 
an interesting paper on “ The Religious Content of the Child’s Mind,” by 
Professor Stanley Hall, “ The Use of Biography and Geography in Religious 
Instruction, and The Study of the Bible as Literature.” The book is well 
worth reading, though for ourselves we are not sure that its value is not 
somewhat lessened by the principle laid down at the outset: — “The 
basic principle, therefore, underlying these lectures is that the Sunday 
school is a school. It problems are educational problems, its curriculum, 
its text books, charts, maps, the equipment and training of its teachers, 
the hours and times of places of its works,— all these are questions to be 
considered in the light of educational principles. 

Englische Skizzen von einer deutchen Lehrerin (M. Brumm, 186 
Uhlandstr : Charlottenburg). Here we have what seem to us interesting, 
fair and sensible impressions of English life, by a Lehrerin whose am- 
bition to come to England and see for herself was first kindled by Dickens 
novels. By the way, foreigners of most nationalities have the advantage 
over us in that they know us well through our literature In out-of-the- 
way villages in Denmark and Sweden you find the little book-shop 
windows full of cheap translations of not only Dickens an ac eray, 
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Edited by Miss RUSSF.LL, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S 

TT T J C/vc are requested to send reports of all 
To -whom all Hon. Local Sc . 9 branches, also 30 copies 

matters of interest connected L may print. 

Of any prcsfeCuses or 
Pf.B. — Kindly write on one side of PI 

NEW BRANCHES. 

,, has been approached with a view to starting 

The Executive Committee has De FF 

Branches in the following places: 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. iwhtv 

Copenhagen. . tem% t0 P. Rands, Esq., g 

Croydon.— Names may be sent pro 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Esher. „ w„ SPn t Pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
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Ki^D?R R MlNSTER--Names maybe sent firo tern, to Miss Bennett. Hi gh 

^ufster —Mrs. Freston, 6. St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester 
MAN wi!l receive names of people interested in this Branch (fro tem.). ' 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. ...... ,. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 

friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Russell 

Derby— on April 30th, a meeting was held at 4, Full Street (by 
the kindness of Mrs. Parry-Jones), when Mrs. Harold Wager, B.A., 
read a paper on “ The value of Home Life in Education. ” There was a 
large attendance and the paper was exceedingly interesting. An animated 
discussion took place at the close. 

Dulwich. — On March 14th, at Pond House, Dulwich, Mr. J. C. Hudson 
lectured on “Sloyd.” He particularly pointed out the object in its 
teaching and use in awakening the boy’s observation. The lecturer 
brought many specimens of wood sloyd, also some beautiful brush work 
drawings, another branch of sloyd. The lecture was well attended. 
Mr. Hunt, the chairman, proposed a vote of thanks after the lecturer had 
most kindly answered the numerous questions put to him. — On Friday, 
May 17th, the annual general meeting of this branch was held at 
Belair, by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Evan Spicer. The Rev. 
J. H. Mallinson presided. After the business, Miss Carta Sturge gave 
her lecture on “ j he Spirit of Reverence.” The discussion which ensued 
shewed the interest taken by the members and visitors in the subject. 
The chairman then proposed a vote of thanks to Miss Carta Sturge for 
her admirable lecture and witli that the meeting ended. 

Harrow.— A lecture was given on April 27th, on “ The Influence 
o Music on Character,” by Miss Lange, who is well known in musical 
fh 6 ^ ca ^ ona ^ circles in town, and was listened to with deep attention 
roughout. The chair was taken by Mr. Jesse Herbert, who spoke 
an ^ opened discussion on the subject. — On May 7th, 

interesting Sdrcston -"ihl °j Education -' S ave a " exceedingly 

After snpai-in * e met hods and aims of the House of Education, 

said, “ What\ a T™ 6 on the Avay the system works out, she 

serviceable suit of^armm^ 6Xpect t0 £ et from the training, is a strong 
ready to enter on tl - ^ com P ^ te * n weapons of attack and defence, 
to send out to the wmU u of life Miss Mason’s aims, then, are 

takes a genius to recotrni’i 6 V6 ? m ° St she can * the g reat truths th f l 
quoting Cato’s words _<< Af aS ^ haS rec °g nised them.” She ended by 
you that now rises, whe ^ ^ Way return not ’ but the sun wiU sh °* 
The whole lecture was /° take the m °untain in its easiest ascent, 
audience bore emphatic ° S COnv i nc ing a nd of keen interest. One of the 

possessed each student wh W ' nC u S l ° tbe “ something besides ” which 

that might be felt of n 0WPr 0m j 6 had met > and which was an atmosphere 

power and reliability. 
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PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XII. 


No. 7.] 


JULY, 1901. 


PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

HELD AT 

The Portman Rooms, Baker Street, W., 
May \dfth, \$th, ibth and 17th, 1901. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


TUESDAY, May i^th, 10.30 a.m. 

The Countess of Aberdeen (the President), who was in 
the chair, said : Ladies and gentlemen, let me say what a 
great privilege I feel it to be present at the opening of this 
Conference, and on behalf of the Council to offer very cordial 
greetings to the members of the P.N.E.U. and to all who 
will be taking part in the Conference. I think we come here 
expecting much from these days, and I think, too, that we 
come prepared to get much, for I fancy that most of those 
who are here to-day are those who have followed the working 
of the Union, and who therefore enter into the spirit and 
inner meaning of its teaching. In the words of the little 

VOL. XII.— no. 7 . h2 


